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INTRODUCTION 


This statement presents a preliminary view of the rural culture 
found in Hanpshire County, Massachusetts. - 


Culture is not referred to here in the sense of refinement of manners, 
but as the bod: of attitudes, traditions, end actions vhich identifies and 
unites them as. a group. The culture of a people is their mode of life. It 
includes the ways they think and feel about things, the ways they do things, 
how they are organized into groups and communities, and their material tools, 
values, and symbols. It is the social environment, as contrasted to the 
geographic and biological environments. 


- Hanpshire County is but ons of 70 representative counties located 
in various sections of the country which are being studied in an endeavor 
to scientifically describe the importent practical aspects of culture in 
rural America. This general reconnaissance of Hampshire County's rural 
culture is only the preliminary step to a fuller analysis which is to be 
completed durins the next year or two. Therefore, no attempt is made here 
to elaborate fully or to present final conclusions. 


Cultwral studies have practical applications. They supply part of 
the basis for a better understanding of rural people and rural conditions. 
Cultural factors have an important influence upon how farmers manage their 
farms, how families live, and what their communities are like. Thus, cultural 
understanding is essential to the development of effective methods for 
successful educational work with rural people. It is also essential to the 
successful initiation and adninistration of projects and other activities, 
regardless of whether governmental or otherwise, or whether on the local, 
State or federal level, This has become increasingly recognized during 
recent years by rural ieaders and organizations such as the kxtengion Service, 
religious and educational associations, farm organizations and various public 
end quasi-public agencies. Scientific studies of rural culture also add to 
our body of technical knowledge about rural soclety, which is being ine 
creasingly used in college teaching and other educational work for training 
administrators, teachers, ministers, and other rural leaders. Furthermore, 
the economic and social problems which impede better farming and happier 
rural life cannot be adequately stated for research purposes nor can adequate 
suggestions be made for their solution, unless the total. culture is undere 


’ stood, since so many aspects of life are interrelated vith others. Cultural . 


studies such as this one help to supply that understanding. 


Hanpshire County, Massachusetts, is situated in the caitral part of 
the western half of the Comuonyvealth (State) as shown by figure 2. When 
this County was formed in 1662, it comprised the whole western part of 
Massachusetts. But. in 1761 Berkshire on the west was satablished as a 
Separate county, in 1611 the northern part was clipped of f and established 
as Franilin County, and in 1912 Hampden County was formed on the south, 
leaving Hempshire County comprising approximately the central one=third of 
this section of the State. Today it comprises $77 square miles which is 
approximately the sams size as an average county in the Middle West, but 
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Lt is irregularly bounded and somewhat rectangular in shapes. The county 
embraces 20 irregularly-shaped cut strongly organized tornships, each of 
which is known in New Engiend as a “own! » With the exception of Northempton 
township which is now officially organized as a city. 2/ 


I, CULTURAL ORTGINS 


The Physical Environment 
There ig one outstm ding physical feature which influences the whole 

Soclo-econony of Hampshire County. This is the fact that the county lies 

astracdle the Connecticut River Valley which makes for two general areas 

in the county; (a) the "valley" which bisects the county north and south, 

and (b) the hill comtry which borders the valley on both ends of the county. 

(Figure 1.) 


The valley or lowland belt varies in width from 5 to 15 miles as it 
traverses the county. It is generally sandy loam and very fertile » vecon— 
ing ‘heavier and relatively less productive as it rises away from the river 
to the surrounding highlends, About 60-75 percent of the valley is open 
tillable lend. Tarming is somevhat impeded by rayines and inundations, 
gravelly spots, small streams and scattered brush or woded areas. 


The hill comtry is an upland plateau which rises to a maximum level 
of 1,800 feet on the west and about 1,200 feet on the east. This upland 
area is largely wooded md deaply disected, but still it contains compara- 
tively sucoth areas here and there which comprise the scattered fields of 
the hill farms. The land is rocky and after two centuries of ferming and 
erosion it is somewhat. lower in fertility than the valley. In the hill 
country fanning is impeded by timberlends, rocke , brush, steep slopes end 
numerous brooks, Only about 20 percent of the hill country is open end 
end only half of this is tilleable. Commerciel fertilizers are generally 
used in both the hil] country and the valley, although this varies consider= 
ably with the cropping systems and manarensnt practices of different farmers. 


The climate in Hampshire County is hwnid and marked by long cold 
winters and relatively short but warm summers, There is generally consid- 
erable snow in the wintertime and rains sre distributed throughout the 
Sumer and fall, Tempereture and snowfell varies considerably between the 
valley and the hill country, the climate being much cooler in the highlands. 
The active growing season is about three and a half months in upland 
sections and five months in the valley. In general, the mil end climate 
of the valley is suitable to truck crops, fruit » grain, corm and clover, 
while in the hills hay and pasture are the principal crops with sone 
potatoes and sweet corn here and there. ‘ 

Probably the characteristic of the pliysical environment most dise 
liked is the long winter season with Lts spasmodic cold weather and occasion~ 
al ice storme. Winter conditions in Haupshire County sometimes makes 
traveling inconvenient, requires well constructed buildings, and good fuel 
supplies. The characteristic most liked is its suitabllity to success¥ul 


A LE Eee aan setters 
2/ A township wiiich is unorganized or has only a very simple organd zation 
is gensrally referred to as a "plentution." 
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~~ dy or 
general farming and its beautiful scenery. Hampshire County people would 
be very unhappy on the dry and unscenic pleing of the west. 


We turn now to the people rho settled in this varied physical, ene 
vironnent, ; 


Cultucal Heritace 

First settlenents in Hampshire County were made about 1633 at what 
is now Narthanpton, and five years later at Hadley across the Connecticut 
River. This was only a few years after the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth 
Rocke During the following 50 years new communities sprung up in various 
perts of the valley. 


Nearly all of the early settlers were English, coming either directly 
from England or from newly established adjacent English colonies to the east 
and south of Northanpton. But it was nob until 100 years later (1760-1ug0) 
that settlers pushed into the western hill country above the valley. These 
too were predominantly of English background >» the descendants of earlier 
settlers in the valley communities of the county and surrounding sections. 


it was here in soathem New ingland that American culture hed as 
least part of its beginning, English colonists during the first century 
brought along their desire for representative self govermnent, freedom of 
worship, and public educwtion, and they quickly set about organizing them= 
selves for achieving these ends. Hard work s independence, self support, 
acquisition of a home, thrift and security for the hard winters md for 
the late years of life-—these were cherished values of the people and the 
times. Immigrants and descendents of varlier settlers took up their simple 
weapons and engaged in the Revolutionary Var » Which was being fought in 
nearby sections, to protect thee values and achievenenta. 


It is significant that of all the socic=cultural Leatures established 
on the new land by the English nothing so persistently lived on as an ine 
stitution as did their strongly organized tomehip form of local government. 
Settlenmt in New England was generally by groups of families on areas of 
jand called townships. Title to an entixe tomship was acquired by either 
& group or an individual, by outright purchase from the early land colonies 
zation companies which operated in the name of the crown, although some 
townships or lots thereof were acquired by grants in reward for meritorious 
Service of some kind. 


Soon after settlement the people in various tomships set about to 
orgenize themselves locally irito “tomes" as per Colonial Law and thoreby 
establish local government. The principal concerns of local goverment at 
that time included provision for education, mads » 2d "preaching." Support 
of the minister was a public function of local government, and 1t remained 
so until in the early 1600's. Town "nesting houses" were erected early, 
and as soon ag practicable school houses and a town hall were also built. 
There was no distinction between village mad country people. All who 
lived in the township were "manbors énd participants" in the seme commun ty » 


in some towns, particularly in the early days, settleaent begen by 
establishment of the village, end the opan country settlement which. developed 
later was to a certain extent nerely an outgrowth of the early village, 


ee 


But after 1750 the scattered famastead pattern was usually followed upon 
settlement, as individual settlers acquired ovmership of lends by purchase 
from. the onner of the tomship, or from the tow itself. But whatever 
pattern of settlement may have cccurred in various townships the important 
thing is that all the people in the tovm were united as a social group, 
and quickly developed a "consciousness of belonging" and a prideful 
attachment to their town. Township organization for the purpose of local 
govermnent was the basis of this unity. The township had becomes in-= 
stitutionalized as the comaunity. 


Post Settlement Adaptations and Adjustments 
ee nae iti ag a9 ek es 


Several major changes or trends were under way in the rural culture 
of Hampshire County as people adapted and adjusted themselves to the con= 
ditions of the times up through the years. 


In the first place there was rapid expansion following settlement. 
During the first century the economy of Hampshire County was based on 
enall self-sufficient farms and on small shops or industries, such ag brick 
making, wood products factories, small iron and tool foundries, woolen 
mills, grist mills and the like. The economy centered around the family. 
The principal market outlets of the products of the Comecticut Valley 
farms and industries were Boston and other rapidly growing seaboard centers 
and the smaller interior cities and villegea which were rapidly springing 
up taroughout the valley and surrounding hill country, But industries 
were further developed; farming became both more expansive and more ine 
tensive; markets expsnded end also the production of marketable gcoads 
with a growing population; the sconomy in the valley became well commer= 
cialized by 1776, and the hill townships sold and settled by this time. 


Organized sociability centered in the church and its affiliated 
organizations. People did a good deal of visiting among neighbors and 
relatives in nearby towns. Education centered in one-roon local. schools, 
and some attended private academies for "higher education. Village and 
country people intermingled. They were all of a common group, united by 
the common bonds of local government, church, school and social. organi-= 
zations which were all on ea tomship basis and operated by all the 


people. 


All in all the basic features of Hampshire County's rurel culture 
were the products of circunstances of early times in America. The level 
of living rose steadily. Custom and tradition remained important con= 
trolling factors in the lifg ef famijies and communities. 


But the hardness, inconvenience and simplicity of life in the new 
land undoubtedly further instilled security, thrift and independence into 
the ideology of the carly New Inglander. Also the strong desire for edu= 
cation and freedom of religion were undoubtedly instrunental during the 
early 1700's in the development of the Congregational denomination (a so= 
called liberal church in New England which has continued up through the 
years 4 the present time as the predominant Protestant church in this 
region. 


6 ae 


Bub the English were not the only poople to cone toe Hampshire County. 
The second major change in the culture of the county began about 1860, or 
200 years after first settlenent when immigrants from other countries 
than England started coming to western Massachusetts in large numbers. 
irish immigrants made their firat appearance about 1850, end seme French- 
Canadians soon thereafter. Beginning with the opening of the twentieth 
century (189021910) large numbers of Italiams, Polish and other Evropeans 
cam@. According to the United States Consus, by 1930 nearly 20 percent 
of the people in Hampshire County were foreign-born and probably at 
least that many were of foreign parentage. 


With the exception of the Italians the majority of these new inmi- 
grants were of the kind who are generally attracted to the lend and rural 
sections--Poles, Csechs, Germans, Lithuanian and French-Canadiana. 2/ 
They were particularly attracted to the fertile lands of the Gonnecticut 
Valley and were a prominent factor in the rapid development of extensive 
farming here during the period 1900-1920. ilany worked as hired laborers 
for a time, but started furming on their own as soon as possible. . Thus, 
ownership of lend in the valley has gradually moved from Yankee hands to 
the immigrant stock. 


The people brought with them an energy and capacity to adapt thene 
Selves te new conditions, an interest in agriculture, a gregeriousness 
and aggressiveness which is expressed in the desire for economic gain or 
anxiety to take advantaze of opportunities in the new Lend, and such values 
as stvong fanily unity and large families. Ovmership of a home, a simple 
frugal life for security's sake, and other related values of the Yankees 
were never end ars not now the primary motivating values of the immigrants 
to the Connecticut Valley. 


Probably the most noticeable cultural trait of the immigrants to 
the Yankees was the large part family labor played in thelr farm economy. 
During the summor the Polish immigrant family virtually lived in the 
kitchen, with the wonen and children working hard in the planting, weed- 
ing, and harvesting operations of potatess, onions, asparagus, tobacco 
and other intensive crops. The Yankee had never heard of such industry 
and activity. Wore than anything else he saw a new conpetitor in the 
success of the farmer immigrant. And he proved to be a strong one, for 
omership of lend in the valley gradually shifted fron Yakee hands to 
the immigrant stock. 


The new immigrants fitted into the patiorns of social organization 
in New Mngland and begen exercising thelr right to participate in local 
government in the normal course of events. They also took up the 
Catholic religion and established churches throughsut the valley. Undoubt— 
ediy Catholicism was already an established religion with many. It is 
Said that the principal reason why the immigrant stock becdine so predom= 
inantly Catholic today is because the Yankee Congregational and other 
churches resented them rather than welcoming them as the Catholic church 
actively did. All in all, they manifested a group solidarity, based 
principally upon differences in political identity, religion, language, 
and farm family economy which set them apart from the Yankees, and the 


2/ Unless stated otherwise, hereafter in this study these new peoples 

and thelr descendants will be referred to ag "immigrant stock" rather than 
foreign-bom or farelgners, and those of English background will be referred 
to by the common term "Yenkee.'* 
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line between the two groups is still noticeable today. 


The European and Canadian immigrants settled principally in the 
valley while the hill] country hag always been end still is very predomine 
ently "nativet Yankee, particularly the hill towns conprising the western 
portion of the county. But in recent decades sone overflow Polish and 
others have immigrated into the highway towns bordering the valley, such 
as funtington, Willitaasburg, Amherst and Belchertowm, and in more recent 
years a few have trickled into other rural communities further in the 
hill country from the valley. In general » the "foreigners" outside the 
valley are more or less concentrated in three areas--Haydenville, Huntine 
don, and South Belchertown. 


‘A third major change in Hampshire County was the decline of the 
hill towns and expansion of the valley settlements after 1840. The 
opening of the West and the trenendous technological developments of 
the period 1850-1920 brought about a major change in the socio-econony 
not only of Hampshire County but of all New Encland. Intersectional 
competition, urbenization, industrialization, and secularization came 
into full bloom. 


On the economic side, grain, livestock, and apple farming gave 
way to the West. The number of farms and area of farmland both declined 
rapidly in the hill country, and dairying, poultry and other intensive 
enterprises came into the picture. Intensive farming expanded in the 
valley vith a growing enphasis wpon tobacco and various truck crops. 
Cities grew rapidly in the east » large-scale manufacturing and centralijo 
zation were on the upswing, and the small industries of the rural villages 
in the hill comtry gave way, particularly with the decline of forestry 
resources. Roilroads were built north into Vermont and New Hampshire, 
South to southern New England porta, and roads in all directions were ine 
creadingly improved. Northaapton rapidly became a Principal industrial 
and service center in the valley, as did Holyoke, Springfield, Pittsfield 
end Greenfield in adjacent countless Trade end service facilities in 
the villages of the hill tome begen to give way to larger centers. 
immigration of the Poles md others algo played an important part in the. 
intensification of agriculture and growth of industries in southern 


On the social side, population increased rapidly in the valley 
between 1850-1920 and declined rapidly in the hill towns (table 1). In 
the valley, churches, schools and comunity organizations enjoyed in 
creasing participation and activity. In the hill toms comunity or= 
ganizations and institutions slowly adjusted to a shifting economy and 
population. Baptist and Methodist churches more or less passed out of 
the hill country since they never were as strong as the earlier Congre< 
gational church. Here end there oneercom schools were finally closed; 
Bible associations end other locel organizations fell by the wayside. 
the Grange was established in nearly every Hanpshire County town between 
1€80-1900, and still remains the principal local organization throughout 
the hill comtry and valley. A social status line between the immigrant 
stock and Yankees became quite marked, particularly noticeable in church, 
government and local orgmigations, - 
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Villages which were other than the government and institutional 
center of the town beran to wane, especially those in the hill country. 
The rural neighborhood ag a social group became weaker as the automobile 
and improved roads enabled people to carry on primary relations over a’ 
wider area and as neighborhood one-room schools gave way to centralized 
Schools, Attachnents to the home community through church, elementary 
school, local organization, local government and the like al1 tended to 
maintain the integration and life of the rural communities, despite the 
logs of trade and industry to other centers. Young people migrated fron 
rural sections of the country to Northampton, other nearby cities, or 
outside the region. In general, custom and tradition slowly began to 
lose influence with the rise of urbanization and population migration. 
But the principal features of the Yankee value system persisted and 
particularly one's attachment to his towni-community 


A fourth major change in Hampshire County soclo=sconany which has 
taken place during the last 25 years is the rise of the summer recreation 
industry. This falls into three general types: 


1. Sumner-home residents--are those from outside the 
conmunity who om or rent a summer home in which they live 
Guxing several months each year. 


2. Sumner puests-—-are those who come to gummer hotels 
or rural sumner boarding housss to live from a week to several 
weeks. ee 


3. Tourists--who drive over the scenic intersecticnal 
highways that traverse the county, and who may stop for a day 
or two enroute, 


Summer-home residents and guests are found principally in the hill 
tows. In fact, they have become an important part of the gocial and 
economic life of some hill tom commnities. A survey of Tow Assessors‘ 
records indicated that in 1944 about 30 percent of the taxpayers end tax 
valuation in the hill tows of the county consisted of sumner~home 
properties. The summer people also contribute to the income of local 
churches, and operators of stores, summer residences, eating places, 
roadside stands, handicraft enterprises, and the Like. ‘They also parti= 
cipate to some extent in local comunity activities. A few sumacr pcople 
are former residents of these towns, or whe have been coming here for 
several years and have now established local friendships and othar attach- 
MANS © 


But noticeable and important as they are, the summer people are 
not an overshadowing feature of local social structure. On the whole, 
the majority of summer people tend to be somewhat apart fron the local 
commnity, and under normal conditions travel to nearby cities for a 
considerable part of their commercial services and other interests. 
Furthermore, their time here is vacation time; thus, many of then prefer 
to participate only to little extent in community life, 


Tourlste occupy a volatively small place in the life of the hill 
towne, many of them driving through "without seeing much for which to 
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stop." They are more important to the valley communities, since here 
are the modern tourist homes, attractive restaurants » Service stations, 
and other commercial and cultural attractions. 


Om the vhole, it appears that in the towns there still are econ= 
omie and social opportunities that could be developed without approaching 
over-commercialization, but to take advantage of them requires leadership, 
initiative, and willingness to venture. 


Contacts and Relationships with Other Areas 


New cultural traits and patterns sonetimes arise from contacts 
with outside areas, Hampshire County-and the Great Society are discussed 
more fully in section 4. Below is briefly reviewed the relationship of 
Hampshire County people and the Groat Soclety only as it played a part 
in shaping the basic cultural heritage of the county which came up fron 
earlier times. ‘There was little travel prior to 1750, but there was 
contact with numerous Indian tribes and new immigrants were steadily 
pouring into the county. Later stage coach roads were improved te 
Boston and other centers to the east, south and north. ‘The Connecticut 
River furnished a direct channel of travel to the southern COEEE» 
intercounty and intersectional migration, commercial relations between 
traders and exporters, emigration of new settlers and of various misslon= 
aries end teachers were the principal sources of new contacts and ideals 
during the firet two centuries of life in Hampshire County. 


But the culture remained predominantly Inglish until the coming 
of the Irish end Europaans, which was in full force by 1886, Their in~ 
fluences have already been discussed in other Sections. The advent of 
the railroad up the Connecticut Valley from southern New England ports, 
New York, Albany nd other cities and the west, establishment of the 
mail route west from Boston, invention of the telephone and intercontact 
with relatives who had gone west, expansion and imorovenent of roa ds, 
participation in the Civil War, migration from rural communities in the 
county to Northenpton and other cities for employment, circulation of 
ninisters and teachers, improvenent of the public school. system and 
establisiment of Massachusetts State College, Anherat College ahd Smith 
College in the county—-211 were important channels of cemmunication 
which brought new ideas and patterns in snd out of Hampshire County 
after 1850. The result of all these was greater urbanization, seculari< 
zation of rural life, further intensification end specialization in 
agriculture, and hicher "standarde" or desires of living. 


TI. TECHNIQUES AND PATTERNS OF MAKING A LIVING TODAY 


The purpose of this section is to briefly describe the rural 
economy of Hampshire County, with partioular reference to some of litg 
Sociological aspects which have a bsaring on understanding and inter 
preting the rural culture of the coumty. ‘The Ways people make a living, 
the relative importance of agriculture, the types of farming, the re« 
lation of people to lund, the abtitudes ad customs which control farm 
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practices and standards of living of different peoples-~all these are 
important in understanding the attitudes » activitiss and organization 
of rural. people, 


fhe Agricultural Products Produced 


The general type of farming today in Hanpshire County varies between 
the valley ead hill country. In the valley agriculture is intensive and 
highly commercialized, and there are nwaerous large scale farm businesses. 
Tobacco, potatoes, onions, and asparagus are the principal intensive crops, 
along with silage corn md tame hay, Dairying » apples and poultry keep= - 
ing are also important. enterprises, especially on farms slightly above 
the valley floor. Small grain is relatively unimportant. Cropping systens 
on the valley truck farms are somewhat flexible fron year to year. 

Whether or not a farmer emphasizes potatoes, onions or tobacco depends 
largely on price, lebor and cost outlooks in the spying. Geherally the 
apple grower and the dairy farmer have the most Stable farm organization. 
A farm with 30-50 acres of cropland is a good sized farm in the valley. 
There is no particular produet that is the "pride of tha valley" but . 
fermers on the Amherst slopes are proud of their apples. On the whole, 

- farming in the valley is highly rational » especlaliy among the farmers 

of immigrant stock. Crop yields, prices » weather, labor supply and other 
rational factors are the important topics of discussion and emsiderations 
of the farmers, even small-scale operators. 


in the bili country, on the other hand, farming is more of the 
general, subsistence typa. Wields are scattered and rocky, much pasture 
dand is untillable. Hay is the principal crop, although many farmers 
also have two to five acres of potatoes » Sweet corn, beens or some other 
cash crop. Dairying and poultry are the prinel pal sources of income, 
but here and there one finds a large scale operator with considerable 
potatoes. Maple syrup, cordwood or logs, and Christmas trees are importe= 
ant supplenental enterprises on some farms. Dairy and poultry farmers 
depend almost entirely upon commercial feed stuffs. Ta general, hill 
fams are large as measured by total serves of dend, but small as measured 
by acres of cropland and sise of herds and flocks, Probably 75 percent 
of the farms with dairying as the mein source of income have less than 
10 cows. Very few farms have more then 100 hens. Over half the families 
who live on farms in the hill country obtain some cash income from none 
farm sources. 


tn the county as a whole there are about 2,300 farms, 52 percent 
of which are wnder 50 acres in total size an only 11 percent are over 
180 acres, Slightly over one-quarter of the county's farms had gross 
incomes from fam production exceading $2,500, all the others less. 
Some trends in the county's agriculture since 1900 are shown in table 2. 


The Mectiines and Tools of Producta on 


Farming today in Hampshire County is considerably mechanized or 
et lesat operated by mase production techniques. ' This is especially 
true in the valley where nearly every fermer hes a tractor, truck, 
mechanical cultivators, diggers and other gadgets insofar ag mechanical 
methods can be applied to Local. crops. However, a good deal of hand 
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labor is still required on farms producing tobacco, onions, asparagus 
and the like, 


Serming in the hill country does net require eleborate mechanical 
techniques. The most common devices here are the small tractor and the 
midking machine, bat many farmers are without even theses Since their 
farming eperations are too mall to justify such equiprent. The big job 
on the hill fame is haying. To a large extent this is still done by 
hand methods, compared to the Middle West or more intensive Now Inreland 
famaing sections. fhe mower, dump rake, and pitchfork are the threo 
common haying tools. Many farmers lead by plichfork end unload the same 
way, although mechenical unloading equipment is somewhat more conmon. 
Large scale, diversified hill farmers, however, co have el] of the 
mechanical equipment adaptable to their farms. But, in general, the 
rough, rocky land, small acreages, cash oublay, availability of common 
iabor for hire, custom of making hay all summer, relatively older age 
of the hill farmer, and scarcity of young men on the farm, all tend to 
retard mechanization of farming in the hill comtry. 


Well-constxructed buildings are found in Hampshire County, for 
the rigorous climate of the county requires them. Generally the dwell- 
ing, barn and sheds sre all attached, a pattern common throughout 
New England. This building pattern presents a dangerous fire hagard, but 
was adapted in the sarly days as an adjustment to the rigorous climate. 
Peculiar to the yalley are the large, plainly constructed tobacco sheds 
which dot the landscape. Nearly every tobacco grower has one or more of 
these large shedg vhere the tobacco is hung to dry. Large modern deiry 
barns are found here and there, ond specialized truck crop farms have 
working or storage sheds suitatile to the crops grown. In the hil} country 
the ordinary buildings of the general dairy farm are the common thing, 
and they are usually attached. The ello is not common in Hampshire County, 
nor is the typical red peinted hay-dairy barn of the Middle West. 


Dwellings throughout the county are well built and nearly always 
painted, but the barne end sheds attached to them are often not painted, 
Dwellings are gmorally large, most of then having been built during 
earlier times when fanilies were large end atandards differed. People ~ 
gemrally are proud of the ege of their Gwelling houses, meny of then 
being 100 or mere years old. Ferms in the hill country ave geldea ra- 
capitalized with naw buildings, it just isn’ in the land and income. 
if they go by fire or otherwise get beyond repair, the fermetead is 
abandoned and the land 1s either left idile or gold to a neighbor, or pere 
heps to a summer resident who has the means and desire to improve the 
bulldings and grouria, 


The Non<faterial Techniques of Preduction 


The ideas, sentiments end patterns of organization aur rounding 
producti.on often are ax importent as the toole and machinery of production. 
In fact, they frequently dictate what farm practices » Which implenents , 
and what kind of buildings farmera provide for thenselves and the way they 
usé them. Some of the most important of these in Hanpshire County are 
briefly discussed below. 
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i. The desire for econonic gain in order to achieve a higher 
ievel of living, security and prestige, it must not be overlooked, is 
an important factor motivating rural people in Hampshire County, the 
Sentimentalists notwithstanding. After all, the people here are very 
much in and of America's economic system. There is a éifference in this 
respact between the immigrant~-atock family and the Yankee, however, 
particularly the Yenkee in the hill country. A hone and security is 
more largely their objective while economic gain for dollar's sake.is 
more prominently a motivating force of the Polish and other foreign 
peoples. 


2o Upkeep of buildings 2: equipnent, animals end the land is an ime 
portent characteristic by which rural people in Hampshire County dige 
tinguish between the good amd the poor famersa. Seldon does a famer 
achieve economic or social success if he is considered by his neighbors 
as one who is a slovenly farmer ad a poor feeder. Pride is a non- 
monetary value which plays sn important role in stimulating farm families 
to careful and sound fam operation, and these lead to economic success 
from which prestige is derived. 


30 dJudgnent, managerisl skill and ability to adjust to conditions 
of the times are also prominent nonmmaterial equipment which distinguish 
sone farmers from others in Hanpshire County as well as everywhere else, 
These count for a lot, particularly in the valley because farming here 
is highly commercialized, and calls for analytical thinking and contacts 
in terms of prices, costs, buyers, sellers » regulations, selection of 
time and place to market, es well as selentific knowledge about operation 
of the farm itself. Farmers of immigrant stock more easily adjust to 
the commernialised requirements of farming than'do the Yankee farmers. 
However, the Yankes too is a shrewd trader, but his skill in this respect 
is based more upon the Simple, incenvenient and hard life of his Long 
cultural heritage rather than as a response to the commercialization of 
recent years. 


4. Gooperative business organization es a technique is found in 
Hempshire County, but net to the extent thet it is found in certain other 
Sections of the country. In 1940, about 13 percent of the farmers in the 
county reported having done some buying or selling through a cooperative 
organization, end at least this many also obtained cooperative credit from 
the FCA. This proportion ie composed mostly of farmers who purchase 
supplies throurh the Eastern States Farmers Exchange, and Regional CGooper~ 
ative Association. Marketing cooperatives are not the general rule in 
the county. Ceses of cooperative omexship of herd sires and equipment 
ave Tare. . 


de Mutual aid and informal cooperation anong farm people is 

found te sone extent in all sections of Hampshire County, but somewhat 
more 80 among the Polish in the valley. Here on certain farm tacks like 
setting onions, or weeding tobacco which require crews of hand labor, 

end where the "faaily labor" pattern is strong, the sharing of fanily 
iebor crews among nearby farmers or relatives is quite common. Farmer 4 
with his wife and children, ead famer B likewise, will help farner C 
and his femily do their onton Planting, then a2. will shere on farmer &tg 
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planting. There has been considerably more of this during the last couple 
of years when farm labor for hire has been scarce. Exchange of labor 

and equipment is much less common in the hill country. This is due partly 
to the independence of the Yankee farmer, and partly to the fact that 

the type and scale of farming common to the hill towns do not require ite 
Neither is there any si gmificant exchange of labor or other similar co- 
operative action between foreign groups: i. @., French-Canadian » vankee 
farmers and Polish farmers seldom exchange work among each other. An 
emergency such as a fire or death in the family will, on the other hand, 
bring out mutual aid, regardless of social status or economic class. 


6, Community organizations, such as the dairynen's association, 
the apple growers nd the potatee growers also represent an important 
nonnaterial technique of production. In these farmers learn to act to~ 
gether, learn technological information, and promote or implement certain 
comion interests and projects. In general, the large or medium scale 
farmer, and particularly those in the valley, predominate in these special 
interest groups, Roth Yankee and foreign farmers act together in such 
orgmizations to considerable extent. The hill farmer generally does not 
participate, because he is a small scale operator and he is too far away 
from the county seat where most of these orgenizations tend to center. 
Falling into the same class with comaodity organizations » ave the Grange, 
Farm Bureau md AAA. It is reported that the AAA has played a unique 
role in the county in bringing together various cultural backgrounds and 
classes of farmers, since a large proportion participate in AAA. 


7. Folk knowledge and tradition, as nonmaterial techniques are 
more common among the older farmers in the hill country than among com 
nerclalized intensive famers of the valley. But, in general, the reliance 
upon folk knowledge is no more impressive or commonly found in Hempshi re 
County than in the Middle West or any other section of the country. 


ManeLend Relations 


The relation of the psople to the land and its implications ig an 
important aspect of rural culture which rural agencies and leaders need 
to have an understanding of if thelr work is to be effecbive. The prine 
cipal features of man~lend relationships in Hampshire County are briefly 
mentioned below. 


1. Density of settlenent--About 77 percent of the people in 
Kanpshire County live in the cities of Northampton, Easthampton, ‘mherst, 
and Ware; 10 percent live in villages and 13 percent in the open country, 
mostly on farms. About 55 percent of the farm population live in the 
valley and 45 percent in the bill] towne on either end of the county, 
nearly half of the latter living in Belchertom tovmship. The valley is 
much more thickly settled than the hill towns. 


20 Pattern of Setblenent—The "scattered farmstead" pattern of 
land settlement may be said to generally prevail throughout the county. 
But a semblance of the "line villagett pattern is’ also seen as residents 
follow the main roade which radiate from the principal villages, end in 
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some parts of the hill country nearly all of the open country places are 
along mein roads that wind over hill and dale. The rectangular road and 
Settlement pattern typical of the Middle West is not found in New England. 


in the valley is found two or three cases of strictly village-- 
lins-village pattern of settlement. In Hadley and Hatfield particularly, 
where there are many truck farms containing only 15~35 acres, farmsteads 
are lined up along the streets in village pattern with the barns and farme 
land extending to the rear, This pattern was established by the early 
English settlers. But two other factors have served to contribute and 
strengthen it up through the years; nemely, Polish settlement and intensive 
farming. 


3. Penancy—Most of the fams in Hampshire County are operated by 
their omners. In 1940 lesa than 7 percent of the farmers wore tenants, 
slightly more tenancy in tho valley than in the hill country. On the hill, 
the number of hired workers with vhom to share land yvights are also relae 
tively few in number, espscially in the hill country. In the valley 
hired farm workers probably constitute a third of the total labor force 
in certain periods of the year, many from villages and cities. 


There are several reasons why the rate of tenancy is low in 
Henpshire County es well as in New Englands (a) ownership of Jand and 
home ig an important cultural value of the Yankee, and to some extent 
also of the immigrant; (b) the reletively small scale and meager farming 
except for the intensive sections, makes the demand and prices for farms 
relatively low, and has led to a custom of buying a farm when one starts 
out rather than renting; (c) the rocky slopes of New England are not 
used #0 much as an investment by insurance companies and the like as are 
the farm lands of the Middle West; and (c) many operators inherit their 
farms from their prents, or purchased them many years ago. 


Thus, the Merch let moving pattern of the Middle Nest ie not seen 
in New gland, and farm femilies, most of them being owmers and otherwise 
strongly attached to their tow conmmities » live on their farms for a 
long time. Even in the valley there is a stability of farm residence 
wd omership. 


4e Sentimental Attachment to the Land--Tha New England Yankee 
Looks upon the land as a home and place to live as part of the community, 
not as a capital, stock investment. The hill farmer hopes to see his son 
continue on the farms he dislikes to see ownership pass out of the family 
especially to an outsider. But this value is much more characteristic 
of the older generation than the present one. On the other hand » the 
immigrant stock in the valley are not so Strongly attached to the land 
by sentiment, long residence, and economic struggle. To them, land is 
more @ source of income, of economic gain, of assent up the economic 
ladder in ‘morica, "the lend of opportunity." But, in general, omership 
ie preferred to tenancy, and they highly value permanent or long residence 
since they are strongly attached to family and to community through their 
church, This is discussed more fully in a later section which deals with 
attitudes and value systems of the people. 
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Non—Ferm fetivities 


Agriculture is not the cnly source of income in rural Hanpshire 
County, nor farm operation is not the only source of income fer the fam 
people in the county. In the county as a whole, about 42 percent of the 
fanilies classed as farmers by the census normally work off their places, 
and 30 percent do so 100 days or more a year. AS many in the valley work 
off thelr places az in the hill country. 


in the hill country the principal kinds of employnaat off the farm 
include wood cutting, local common labor, commuting to industrial work in 
nearby cities, catering to vacationists and public work such as on the 
roads, dtiving the school bus, hauling mail and the like. Farmers in the 
valley engage in a variety of nonfarm joba but generally in some kind of 
shop or mill work in the industries of Northampton, Springfield ; Holyoke, 
and other nearby places. Commuting 10-20 miles a day is easy and not une 
common. More rural people are doing so today during wartime than ever 
before. Even som: not-so-small operators in the valley encage in nonfarm 
work in the wintertime in order to make some additional money, and many 
of them work in local tobacco "houses" in the wintertime. 


in the hill country off-farm employment is the Stabilizing factor 
in the lecal economy, since the gencral level of living would be extremely 
low were it not for other locnl sources of cash income. The automobile 
end improved roads makes this possible. Employment in surrounding industries 
plus the rise of the recreation industry may prove to be the lifesaver of 
hill towm economy. But it also throws the hill farm femily into greater 
interdependence and interrelationship with the industrial econony of the 
surrounding cities. This has, and will, continve to secularize the tra= 
ditional life of the rural hill soclo-econony and weaken the attachments 
to family, land and commumity. But, on the other hand , if rural communities 
were to improve facilities, services, end otherwise become attractive 
places to live, their future role mey well be mora one of furnishing resie 
dence to families who find their cash incone in Surrounding clties end 
elsewhere than on the farme Swh a trend ghovld redomd both to the family 
and to the community. 


Cycles of Activity 


like everyyhere oles Life on the farm in Hanpshire County follows. 
the cyclic activity of the seasons nd to a certain extent the activity of 
rural comounities is likewise affected. In the hill country "suvaring" 
{maple syrup) is the big job which opans in the spring, followed by what 
little planting and ailtivating is done, then a Long summer of haying, 
fal hervesting of fields and gardens, and finally a long winter of wood 
chopping, stoking fires, shoveling snow, and chores. Gensrally, the sunmer 
and fall is full of church suppers and Grenge or other community affairs 3 
and some local dances, School activity, chureh and obher organization 
meetings, local dances and holiday festivities keep rural commmity life 
ahum in the wintertine. | 

In the valley farming proceeds with considerable more activity 
fron planting tobacco in the hot beds and setting out onlome during April, 
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to apple picking in Novenber. The sumer ia full. of one cycle after another 
of planting, cultivating, and harvesting various truck crops. It is aaid 
that the families of immigrant stock,at least those of the old generation, 
live in the kitchen during the awmertime since everybody works on the farm, 
and spread out into the sitting room and parlor during the wintertime when 
life is easier, Wintortine in the valley finds many farm people employed 
in nonfarm activities as mentioned earlier. Conmunity orgmi.zations, 
churches, and general sociability pick up menentum from fall to SPringe 
intercounty and community fairs occupy attention in the fall and generally 
center around the agriculturs, hone, and 4-H sections, 


Levels and Standards of Living From the Lend 


in Hanpshire Comty as a whole, the gemeral standards and levels of 
living are relatively high. Farm houses are in feir to good condition. 
in 1949 nearly 80 percent of the farm hones had electricity, 50 percent a 
‘telephone, 76 percent running water, 50 percent a bathroom, 60 percent were 
on hard-surfaced roada, and 62 psrem of the farm families had an eutoncbile. 


Hanpshire County is also an educational and cultural center. There 
are four colleges in the county. Northampton, the county seat, is a olty 
of 20,000 which offers numerous urban advantages and influences upon the 
surrounding countrysids. Churches and organised activities occupy an im 
portant plece in the rural culture. Jt has already been pointed out that 
the economy of the county is broad based and relatively stable, thus food 
and clothing levels are relatively high. Also, nearly all young people 
complete high school and more than the usual proportions attend college 
because of the availability of collegas end vocational schools nearby. 
Furthermore, the Extension Service has played a significant role in assist- 
ing farm people to maintain or improve incomes » and in disseminating infor-= 
mation for the uplift of family living. — 


Tn general, the level of living is sanevhat lower in the hill tovns 
than in the valley due to their limited econany and meager community sexvices, 
and in isolated sections hera aid there the intelligence, family standards, 
and level of living are very meager. ‘But on the whole it cannot be said 
that the stendards and aspirations of the hill tom folk sre any Lower then 
thelr valley neighbors. 


in generel, both the standard and level of living of the Yankee has 
been somewhat higher than that of the imuigrant stock, The latter have 

made as much money, tut it usually did not-get reflected into better foally 
and comunity Living until in the last decade or two. ‘the imuigrant believed 
in hard work end was first interested in acquiring a atake in land, equipment 
end farm facilities in their enxiety to get a foothold in American culture, 
But the younger generations today look upon education, faniily comforta 

and the Tike nearly as highly as doses the Yankes. 7 


But even though the general Jevela of living in rerel Hampshire 
County may be relatively high conpared to some othar sections of the 
county, this doss not mean that there should be any relaxation in endeavors 
to further improve them, nphasis now probably needs to be gearsd toward 
the lower-level areas of the county to a greater extent. Any endeavors 


— + . - i. ¢ - 
4 a ‘ s=) a ~ ac se - tr 
fine ‘ 7 1’ a Te gon eeu : #98405 ‘ 1% x I 
c . ia tel . > = er rm 
q : os ) ‘s . - 2 +79 ~* iA B, a ‘ 
im 
- 
7 ue _ : « ¥ a 
r sV¥ * “ r 5 / as" t t+ = ~s ‘ » ee 4 - 
‘ if < ‘ _ a aad 
. - a . . 4 = fy ‘ 4 a ae + \ 
‘ ss > - » 
“ ai i’ 5 - : ae -_ z . | } ~~ : , t 
rity Sgt ; iy areas SOA it rer 
i. 2 
‘ ri < - “ f > = we ‘ 
| , ‘ 5 A) eee “ C . ' : >) Ue ‘ ae 
) 1 . : =~, % « 
4 He ad «Subs. 88 A ih é ; Lie =! 5 q +f B Pe j i 
* 
yg . ' i! e as 
t ae > * A — . Me . _¥ 4 ei Mid a} 
7 h; a o e - ‘ ;’ 4 7 a-¢ iy a i ane on » 
+ ‘ . * ® " pee a £ 4 , % 4 
> iduptige Pest hal RSs ambit geil Rest ant 
7 uk 7 ; > © - ne + i = Sp SA i S 7 » ra 
: e Y 2 a7 Pen | is Zi 4 y Gand 1-3 rey. ck ste Se a Ul. 9 BSS Pe ial 
4 
fe + . eek - . Poot ; ; + , : 4 7 : "4 7 : 
7 - ‘ t ia Bey . Ofte’ “ae pny ia iF) H Ze ' oar a7 eDysiwy a % - _ 
. 4 J 
; - . - é alo by & 7 ba) ot 4 
_ : : Ti, Vetoeel 16 Siti eed 0s. coli 


J. 2S BEEP Oo Seger ety ,Aiahs ‘ak 
5 Paaay us Wrondeo GET meee Aire ee ae +4 (Loy aal-s eal oor, ie 


ie hee ee? AEE ik gira eR oe) ee pee Batinkatc ov: iS) a 
4 j = : - ae 4 “ a - 7 ?. 2 
. fas 2) OP EL UES OA To eM) cee oy, ~ S seer a i” ee oe - 
Pag ae ae eee anal, Cte S, ay ee yen Foye ts tt Gia Vas, | 


weeogiania wis ; Raia : 
é 

_ ge wih Oth) th eresd oes — 4 oes Avro we tiled 
my as Wah ORE” yikos ‘Liana ee 35 sot T ame | 
> er oe REIoF LL neruetiot dia dda ee nice : 
P Piestsd go mob se of set es i oh) P58 T wed Tee pan 
3° 6 ¢oe aa a ant Sh ra S LEE ee he ue satek 
beets t St bye ai gta ike Oss FY 435. %% pieces ; 

: edt 0235 (ati ga ice iisig mae. & | 
a Cte head 


een: os out Shape teat oil 
oo ‘ell » ibe x —s . 


= 19/— 


to improve the level of living must also give consideration to the gap or 
discrepancy between one's standard and the level achieved. Levels of 
diving cannot rise more quickly nor beyond standards. In general, the 
discrepancy between the two in Hanpshire County is not great, waich 
means that endeavors to lift levels of living must now also consider the 
task of lifting present living standards thenselves. This involves 
reckoning with the time duration of present living standards and a host 
of other interrelated cultural factors. 


LiZ. SOCTAL ORGANIZATION 


_ Rural people do not merely work and produce. They live-<in families 
aid in comunities. They want to live satisfactory lives and th ey also 
want their children to have economic and sceial opportunities as well. 
Thus, rural people generally have concerns about the social and nonecononic 
aspscts of life. To understand what these concerns are and what the 
attitudes and activities of the people are with respect to them is an essential 
part of the understanding which is essential to working vith people effective= 
lye Some of the principal features of social organization in Hampshire 
County are discussed briefly in this chapter. 


Local, Government 


The outetmding feature of rural soclal organization in Hampshire 
County, as well as throughout New Fnoland, is that the Significant unit 
of local government is the towmship, not the county. It has already been 
pointed out that the township was strongly organized upon settlenent. Every 
town constructed its town bali, school end church as soon ag possible, 
generally at the sane spot and this became the service and institutional 
center of the "tomship" community. 


Tomship government has come dow through the years in about the 
same general form as it existed two centuries ago, and Still remains the 
significant unit of local governnent today as well as the basis of local. 
social orgw¢nization. People govern themselves in these township units 
by group consensus, centering around the mnval tom necting and vhatever 
interim tonn meetings are necessary. Administrative and executive cuties 
of town government are in the han d@ of elected officers headed by the Board 
of Selectmen. Village and country people participate alike; there is no 
extra-legal line between the two. 


This township local government touches all the people in a variety 
of ways. Taxes are assessed and collected by the township~-not the county. 
The township polices and protects the people=--not the county. The adnin- 
istration of towmehip, State and federal highways is syphoned through the 
town government, not the county. ‘The tomehip goverment operates the 
public schools through a tomehip school. community——there are no separate 
school districts with adninistrative snd finsncial mitonony. Public 
welfere, old age assiatance and the like reach locel people through the 
town goverment, not the county. The town covernamt also registers births 
and deaths, issues marriage and other licenses, cooperates with the State 


in forest protection, often subsidizes a town doctor, administers the 
ceneteries, usually malntains the tom library, and in Massachusetts the 
Civilian Defense and OPA ration boards are also hinged to the town govern=- 
ment, not the county. : 


Thus these extensive functions of tomship government as well as 
its orgenization and techniques tends to make it an important integrating 
factor in the community, and to make the tomship the area of important 
common interest mend Local attachment. 


Class and Status Groupings 


Two basic generalizatd ons can be made about status amd class 
structure in rural Hanpshire County. In the first place, class and status 
lines are not sufficiently sharp to give rise to serious conflicts or to 
caste patterns. Bub they are discernible. Secondly, there is no' single 
classificetion in which the people fall at all times. Status class structure 
varies between communities, and within the community. It is flexible, 
not fixed; it is situational, not. inetitutionalized. 


No significant distinction is made between village and country 
people. Racial differences are unimportant since over 99 percent of the 
people are white. Tenure ig also unimportant as a class<status determin-= 
ent since in both the open country end village the percentage of tenancy 
is low in Hanpshire County. Neither is type of farming an important status 
determinant o - ; 


On the other hand, nationality cultural background, length of 
residence in the community and income are the most important determinants 
of status class differences. In the hill country thres status types are 
discernible: (a) native old stock sometimes referred to locally ag "blue-= 
bleods"; (b) active newcomers; and (c) common folks, Jews » Catholics and 
radicals are delinsated in rural hill town society, but generally the 
nunbers of these are too few to be of any importance as yet. 


In the valley the most significant status line is that between 
the Yankee and the immigrant stock, and closely hinged to this is the 
Protestant—Catholic difierence since many of immigrant sieck are Catholic. 
Competition and conflict between all these peoples was much sharper in 
earlier times thm it is today. Today there is more or less common 
association between them in busi ness relationships such as farm organi-= 
zations and local government, and there is also some intermarriage between 
whatever nationality groupings are here. 


But in other social relations such as in the Grange, family visit= 
ing, exchange of work, end church societies, the Yankees and immigrant 
stock generally do not participate together. There was also some differ= 
ences between groupings within the immigrant stock itself, especially 
between Polish Catholics and Irish Gatholice. It is said that on local 
issues ofttimes the Polish Catholics side with the Yankees against the 
Jrish, Other than these there are no importmt overt actions between 
immigrant groupings, and none of then have made any significant attempts 
to preserve their ovmm folk dmces and other social customs, Rowever, each 
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one is sufficiently proud of his om nationality identity that one should 
be careful te not make the mistake of referring to a Pole as a Czech or 
& Lithuanian. 


income also plays some part in defining class groupings, probably 
more so in the valley than in the hill country, and more so among the 
imalegrant stock than the Yankees. Income or wealth is considered an ime 
portant measure of success, and thus, is a factor in evaluating and 
assuming interest, respect and Leadership. 


im general, there is little or no discrimination between class 
and status groupings in the lecal administration of juatice, provision 
for education, public welfare, employment, omership of land, use of public 
carriers and the like, All are treated more or less equally, although 
there have been instances here and there where a neweomer was put in hie 
place at town meetings if he talked too much, aid locel Isadership to 
some extent does tend to follow status=-class Lines. 


But whatever status groupings are discernible the statug class 
structure in mral Hanpshire County ls not sufficia tly delineated to 
give rise to serious conflicts. And as said befores it is situational, 
not instituti malized, Different alignments take shape as different 
situations or issues from time to time happen to come to the fore. ‘the 
native-neweouer line in the hill country, and the Yankeoxiomigrant stock 
Line in the valley, constitute the underlying patterns of status structure 
in Hampshire Coumty. However, they are slowly fading rather than becon~ 
ing sharper. Interection in school, in commercial relations and in local 
government make for this tendency. 1 


But this does not mean that. status<-class structure can be neglected 
in organizing and working with rural people. Such endeavor must be besed 
upon “natural groupings" and status clasa distinctions end other culters) 
differences still exist to sufficient extent to be at Least a partial 
baais for whatever natural groupings do exist, For example, it ia said 
that at the outset of civilian defenses organization, full par ticl pation 
of local people was not achieved in some communities aimply because State 
end county Jeaders overlooked the importmece of formulating local orgen= 
ization upon natural groupings, amd of Selecting the "right" local 
leaders and places of meetings. instead, an entirely Yonkee structure 
was inadvertently set up, which was not too satisfactory for awhile. 
Gther cases will occur to the reader which also illustrete the importance 
of understanding people. if thay are to be effectively enlisted into any 
common endeavor. There is need for agencies and organi zatlone on the 
State end federal. level to be ag much or more cognizant of this as those 
on the county and local level. 


The Fonily 


. dn all sceleties the family is one of the princlpal groupings 
vi thin which people live. Several factors are important in this prelin«- 
inary malysis of the fenily and the rural. culture of Heapshire County. 
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lo Femily Size and Composition--Pamilies arc gmall in Hampshire 
County compared to certain rural sections of the United States and 
iarger than in sane other aectiong. But there is considerable variation 
between different cultural groups of the county in this respect. In 
general, the average Yankee family is somewhat smaller then that of 
the immigrant stock. Thus, one sees larger families in the valley than 
in the hill country. Moreover, in the hill country a large proportion 
of young people migrate elsewhere, which in tum makes for fewer children 
and youth in proportion to older people. In the valley there is less 
inclination to migrate elsewhere since economic and social opportunities 
are greater and the larger proportion of immigrant stock femilics also 
makes for a larger average size of family and more children and youth 
in rural communities of the valley. 


Number of children per family, age of children, proportion of 
young people which are found in commmities as a result, and composition 
of the family other than parents and children are important factors. 
They have a bearing on the extent to which different families and family 
members can participate in local organization, on the plans which must 
be made for reaching different families, on the security plans of people P 
on the standards and levels of living of different families, on the 
emount of work that a family can do, and on the attitudes of people 
toward matters dealing with local education, health, recreation and 
other community activities or facilities. 


2 Femily Aspirations—-Rural parents in Hampshire County generally 
want their children to have an easier and more comfortable lot than they 
had, but this is somewhat loss true of the immigrant parent than the 
native Yankee, This desire of rural. parents is one basig of economic 
striving and of community improvement, although less is generally expected 
of the community for the benefit of children and young people than is 
expected of the family itself. The fact that family welfare is regarded 
as a duty of the family is simply a correlative of personal initiative 
and ambition, which is a highly-regarded social value in New Iingland. 

The small propertion of young people in the hill country end the recog= 
nition that many of them must go elsewhere to make their way also tend 

to hold down what families expect of their community and to lifts their 

desire to provide these thinge which will help the youngsters get shead 
elsewhere; mainly economic backing, education, and hard worke 


30 The Division of Labor Within the Family—Here there is *con= 
siderable difference between the hill towh Yankee family and that of 
immigrant stock inthe valley. Women and children are en impertant 
source of lsbor supply on the tobacco and truck farms of the Polish and 
other immigrant stock now farming in the valley. ‘In the inmigrant fonily 
older children are expected to work as an aid to helping the fenily pro= 
vide itself a living end to enhance its freedea from dependence upon 
others. It has already been mentioned that the foreignecorn femily was 
gaid to live in the kitchen during the summer time. This is much less 
true of the second and third generation immigrant ‘tock, but trere still 
is considerable use of femily labor end exchange of family. labor among 
the immigrant stock in the valley areas of Hampshire County. 


In the Ymkee family, on the other hand, the place of the women 
is definitely within the hone, even more so than in families of the 
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Middle West and aome other sections of the United States. On the vhole, 

a small proportion of housewives in native New England families manage the 
farm chichen crop or help with milling or ether chores even in the 
aunmertime. Young people do so, but not to the extent that they do ia 
either the immigrant-stock family in the valley or in the Midwestern 
family. Thus the New Ingland homemaker has more time for developing an 
appreciation of cultural arts, community leadership, and other interests 
than in some other sections of the country, and some of them take advantage 
of this opportunity. 


4. Family Unity and Identity--are fairly strong in Hanpshire 
County. People ere idantified as belonging to this or that family. 
Most of the visiting of rural psople--both farm and Village-<is with 
relatives often in other communities or counties. In fact, much more so 
than a g@eration ago. A considerable portion of Nempshire County fanilies 
do things together--at least sone of ‘the time during a year—-visit, self 
entertain, make shopping. trips to the city, wrticipate in community 
activities and the like. ‘This is particularly true of hill towm fenilies r 
pertiy because of distance and other convenience factors o | 


The immigrant stock fanily in the valley is especially strongly » 
united. Part of this unity is based upon the early experience of the im= 
migrants, which increased their anxiety for self preservation, and nade 
then more conscious of their differences from the natives. Their family 
unity le also related to the large plese the Catholic Ghurch plays in 
their social life. One manifestation of immigrant atock families is 
seen in the importance they give to wecdings and funerals, Everybody 
attends, This in turn tends to further strengthen family unity, as does 
. also the coopsration of family menbers in the family econany. 


Religion and the Churches 


_ One of the most significant features of rural culture in Hampshire 
County, as wll as throughout New ingland, is the large place occupied by 
the local church in the life of the rural coummity. It is oe of the 
principal integrating Zactors of the community from which is derived a 
feeling of belonging md idonti ty to the coammity. It constitvtes en 

.inportant local comnon-inteorest groupe It is the focal center of a con= 
siderable part of local community life md social activity. Along with 
the school it is a principal source of professional leadership for the 
individuel and for the community. It constitutes one of the principal 
ways by which people are srgmized Locally, thus it is an important vehicle 
or channel for reaching and working with people on the local level. 


in rural Haapshire County two denaninations greatly predominate: 
(a) Catholic Church, which ie found princi pally in the valley where 
Polish, Irien and French-Canedian popul tions are in greatest munber 3 
and (b} Congrerati onal-Protestant denomination which almost entirely pre= 
vails in the hill towns and other areas where native Yankee populati ons 
are found. Small Methodist and Baptist Churches ere found in the el ties 
end large villages. In earlicr times these denominations were found in 
nearly el). towns throughout the hill country, but they generally passed 
out with the economic and population decline that took place 1860-1920, 
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leaving the field to the earlier ostablished Congregational Church. 


Throughout New England weservation of the lees church is an im= 
portent element in the vdlue system of the people. "The town would not be 
& community without a church.” “very communLty must have a church.” 
However, religion does not deeply motivate the life of the people and. 
the commnity as it ome did, and in many communities it has a hard time 
to find active support of the people. 


Finally, religion md the church are pretty-much personal matters. 
They do not exert any fundanental controlling influences upon persona’ 
activities like, for example, the church in the Pemsylvania Amish Society, 
instead freedom of thought and action prevails. 


Rducation and the Schools 


Education has always eccupied an important place in New tnpland 
rural culture, although the standards of schooling and school facilities 
are rather lowin sone rerel caummities, 


In Haupshire County, as well as throughout New England, public 
education is a function of the township goverment, there are no autonce 
mous school districts. During recent years most tomes have congolidcated 
thelr one-room schools into one or two central schools located in the 
principal villages. 


Townships of small popultions, most of which are in the hili 
country, do not have a high school. They provide secondary education 
for their young people by psying the tuition and tran Sportation to out 
of town high schools in surrounding cities or large villages. Towns are 
reinbursed for most of this out of "State Aid" to education, 


There is no ethnic discrimination in provision for public educations 
ATL go to the seme school, although in some of the Sigeable villages md 
cities in the valley there may algo be one or more Catholic parochial 
achools. Nelther is there eny ethnic dlecrimination in school activities. 
Yoday the children of both Yankee and imuigrant stock froely rarticipate 
in athletic activities and other school Programs o 


in general vocational education is Locked upon with favor and 
scue is provided in most of the high schocle in the county. There is a 
sizeable privately=endowed secondary vocational school in Nor tuan pton 
epecializing in agriculture, home and industrial arts. 


foday nearly all young people complete high school, those in the 
hill toms traveling 20=25 miles each way per day, or boarding away from 
home to do so. High school education. has been Lodked upon with somewhat 
less favor by families of immigrant stock » but in recent years most of 
thes@ youne people herve also tended to complete secondary education. 
Four excellent colleges lie within ite borders: Smith College, a gixls 
college at Northanpton; Mount Holyoke College, another girls school at 
South Hedley Palla; Ashexst College, a liberal arts college at Anharst 
for mm, snd Massachusetts State College, the co-educational land-grant; 
college of the State, at Amherst, There is slao a girls preparatory 
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school, a school for the deaf, and a business college at Northampton. 
Hach of these institutions has certain influences upon their respective 
communities in the county. Interestingly enoug » the private arts and 
science colleges ‘are looked upon by seme with disfavor » becauss of their 
liberal "views" and policies. | 


In most rural commmities the school teachers are required to 
play ean importent part in the Jeadership of the commmity, that is 
participate in various organizations and assume direction of various 
activities or projects. ‘In Hanpshire County the 4~E Moctension is also 
closely hinged to the school in some communities with one or more. teachers 
assuning active leadership in this work. At the present time a considar= 
able proportion of teachers in the rural townships of Uampshire County 
live in the lccal tom or nearby towns, and many of them ave married. 
Thus the question of upholding the mores of the community tends to becane 
of lese lecal concer than otherwise might be the case. lore important, 
especially in the hill toms, is whether or not the teachers have 8G00 
nodem'™ ideas as to methods of teaching and courses of study, and whether 
their views are too liberal. Commmmities notice the Givergence fron’ 
local norms in these respects as much az in local social traditiong. 


Other Fomaily Organized Contacts end Associations 


Every rural community in Hampshire County ‘includes a varlety of 
local organizations in addition to the church organization itself, and 
most comnon of these are church women's societies » the Grange, end 
women's extension groups. In addition to thease some communities also 
have one or moze of the following: Church Men's Club, Boy Scouts, 
Parent Tgachers Association, Mothers! Club, American Legion-Auxillary, 
Missionary Society, Women's Club » 2 historleal soclety or some obvher 
literary group. All these orgenisations carry on the usual activitie: 
common to such groups. 


In general, the women are far better organized end more active 
in rural community life than the men 2 although some men participate in 
the Grange, Legion and church men's clubs where these are found. I% ia 
Local government that mon think of as the velticle for coumund ty<wide 
action, 


Generally, in valley comaunities loeal orgmizations are fairly 
active and ef iciently orgenized. Bub in the thinly populated hill 
vorns most of the churches and local organizations find it. somewhat 
more difficult to keep going and to serve their membership and cannuni ties 
well. 


An important factor of local community organization in Hanpslire 
County is that village end county people alike gencrally feel free to 
particl pate in various community activities. This derives from the 
etrongly orgsnized Local government on the tomship bagis which has al- 
reacy been pointed out in earlier parkgraphs. Village and country, as 
& rule, ere not supported by extra-Legal boundaries as in som othor 
sections of the country. , 
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=n addition to commmity or-anizations largely for sociability and 
education purposes, there are numerous special interest groups organised 

on a county or inter=county level, such as the Hampshire County Chapter 

of the hed Cross, the Hampshire County Public Health Association, the 
Hampshire County Farm Bureau, the Ponona Granges » the Potato Growers 
Association, and various other ferm commodity organizations and special 
interest groups. Some of these have lines to the towns or communities 

with local representatives or offices such as the Red Cross, and others have 
none. There are no ferm organizations on the commmity level. 


World War Ii has prompted a certain amount of commmity organi zation 
and activity. Shortly before Pearl Harbor the civilian defense structure 
Was organized on the town bagis by the Massachusetts Committee on Public 
Safety. Every town as carried on various air-raid defense and other war-« 
related programs, Town post-war planning committees have also been set 
up by the solectmen at the suggestion of the State. Town rehabilitation 
chairmen have been recently appointed as directed by Selective Service. 
fn some towns these post-war committees and officers are active; in 
others not. They are not integrated with any of the local social structure 
except crudely tied to the tem governments. On the county level a Veterans 
Advisory Committees has been set up under the auspices of the State and 
Comty Extension Service. 1% is dealing in an educational way with both 
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the returning soldier snd the returning war worker. It haa informal ties 
with the above mentioned Selective Service Rehabilitation Chairman, AAA 
Committeemen, end other groups. In general, there is need for greater 
‘coordination of all these post-war activities, and an especial need for 
strengthening the community link, for it is on the local evel with which 
people are faniliar and tu where they will first tun for asaistance, ‘Thug ; 
well-informed communities are essential to the success of these Prog rans o 


Social “Velfore Activities 


Public welfare in Hampshire County, as well as throughout New England, 
1s pretty much handled by town government. I+ administers the various 
Federal end State social security programs in cooperation with the State 
Department of Public “elfare, WPA, ete. 


There are no FSA health groups or other county or comunity hospital 
er medical associations in rural Hampshire County. But some families belong 
to the Blue Cross, which haa been sponsored recently by the Ferm Bureau, 


Every town has the services of the "school nurse," "school dec tor," 
and “school dentist" who regularly examine school children as provided by 
State law. Sens treatment is also given and the schcol nurse more or less 
Serves as a communlty nurse to local families in various emergency ox wel= 
fare cases, Both the tom government and county Red Cross share in payment 
of stipends to the school doctor and nurse. Generally, the school nurse 
occupies & more or less full-time position, oftimes several tome sharing 
in the employment of one nurse, One or more well<child clinics are sponsored 
in nearly every tom, generally through the cooperation of various county 
and local groupe including the Red Cross, Extension nervice, schools, ete. 


The county organization of the Red Cross includes a iay representative 
ac chairman in each town which is the local activity leader of programs 


‘i ¥ Some hae 
= pl dee ogg tea 
mY as “> i ae kee Leow! ; . a 


| i : » — Yn) z : 
i 7 : 7 af a 2 - > 2 } 
id 0 i/ ’. ae _ - ok?) 
a . ‘ . 
ae : ; 
> ; 7 ; 
- ‘ a 
b Mee 


4, 7 
ie) : 
ad ; 
Ip * : 
_ ¢. 
\ iC * 
} =" * 
- -_ 
) _ . * 
Lay oa 
fe ees . fe 
; 7 . . 
: 7 * e E 
? 
‘ 
. - 
y He. 7 ‘ 
: 3 2? rs Gad 5 
% ad eS i. = 
: 
> ; > 


. p< 
Coll or 


we we ee yo 
jthoteried | oakeae se 


o_ * ie <%. 
fimy “err 
a re . 


~~ ay —_— 


sponsored by the Had Cross. Some of these local Red Gross chairmen eve 
mors active then others. 


Fantly aid and other commini. ty walfere projecte ef various serts 
are also carried om by various local groups from time to time euch ge 
the church, Grange end Legion=tuxidliery., Sore of the veller ecrmrities 
have Boy Scout treoos, but these era not generally fovrd eetive in the 
thinly populated hill towns due to lack of local leadership and other 
“easong, Every town has one or more 4-H Clubs and it has already been 
pointed out that most of the churches in rural communities try to maine 
tain at least sone senklanee of an active young people's group, tt this 
work has jagged in some towns in recent vesrs cue tc the war and otber 
factors. . 


The problems of rural youth, espectolly recreation and health F 
are problems of social wplfare which in most rural comaunities are still 
waiting to he adaquately handled. . 


informal Contects and ‘ssoclet! os 
ivan thonzh the activities of ‘the church end vartlone fonmel organi= 
gations are an imnortant part of cemunity lifes in Hameshire Se: nty, 
nevertheiesa, a variety of infermal essecsiections and contacts play an ime 
portant part in the social Mfe of many people. Prominent among these 
informal associations are inter-family visiting, exchange of work and 
equipment, mutual ald md work bees, card playing and sunmer supper 
visiting groups, dances and movies in local or surrownding villages » ine- 
dividual visiting and bentor in local postoffices, in stores, visiting 
before and after church 9 at weldings and Grange meetings. Such events 
as the community Christmas programs, church dinners » School and graduation, 
athletic events and local affairs also constitute an important type of 
informal association and contact. 


Inter-fanily visiting, once the big bond of the néignborhood as 
& social grouping, is stil. a common form of association for rural femiliea 
in all partes of the county. It is almost entirely within, not between, 
ethnic and status groups. Yankees and immigrant stock families seldon 
visit with each other in their homes. But family visiting is not as im-= 
portant as in an earlier day. Nalther is it on the neighborhood basis. 
Rather it is with friends and relatives who live in all directions and 
distences in other parts of the community or county. This, and the con= 
solidation of one=reom schools and.the advent of modern tronsportation, 
are the principal factors which have greatly reduced the influence ef the 
neighborhood as a social groups _In fact, 2+ no longer conmonly exists 
in the structure of rural society in Hampshire County, except as a locale 
ity area with "convenience" meaning only. . 


Recreation and amusenent ag important Kinds of informal association 
generally consists of attendence at local dances 9 movies in nearky clties, 
community and county affairs, family picnics, school athletic events 
end programs, hunting, fishing, end seascnal sports of various kinds. 
Generally, the opportunities for all these kinds of informal, associations 
are much more readily available to the valley family than those living in 
the hill towns o 
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There igs plenty of room for improvenent in developnent of recre= 
ational opportunities for locel people in rural Hampshire County, but 
this generally awaita wpon alert leadership and community-wide action 
from al local groups working cooperatively. Soe communities in the 
county have made good progress in developing comnunity recreational. 
facilities and programs curing recent years. 


Leadership 


Leaders may be divided into two general types: (2) Advisory 
leaders, or those who are regarded as & source of good judgment and ad= 
vise end ag articulators of ideas, and (b) Official leaders, or those 
who are elected or appointed to the offices and committees of Local ore 
ganizations and activities. 


Those who are looked upon as advisory leaders are generally whe 
successful farmers or villagers as measured by size of operations, income, 
omership of property, stc., end who are’ the oldsters or persons who have 
‘won their spure" in the community by a record of achievement and respect. 
fhig is true anong both Yankee and immigrant stock, and in both the valley 
and the hill toms. Often the advisory leaders are former official 
leaders. Inherited status also plays an important part in their "selection." 


The selection of official leadership varies with the positions 
and work concermed, as leadership in the local govermment and the church 
generally goes to residents of long standing, or to highly regarded new- 
comers who have praven thenselves ever a period of 5-10 years residences 


Official leadership in organizations and secieties like the 
Grange, PTA end women's groups generally go to those who are willing 
and able to carry the burdens. Generally such positions go begging, for 
a lot of the "dirty work" or active responsibilities somstimes become 
associated with organization offices. Often, no one wants to be the 
Chaixwan or the President of this or that. This is due partly to the in- 
adequate way such organizations sometimes function with respect to Leader= 
follower cooperation, discussion of policies and problems, frequency of 
meetings and ways of hendling various duties and the like. On the other 
hend, in orgenizationa like the Grange, some leadership positions ara 
status-giving and to a certain extent are sougnt after. Officlal leader= 
ship of farm organizations generally goss to the successful farmers and 
older persons who have the time, experience and articulation, Farmers 
of immigrant stock participate more freely with the Yankees in farm or- 
genizations than in other organized activities, and they also are 
accepted ag leaders in then. 


In rarel Hampshire County women are generally given a prominent 
place in the distribution of official leadership. In fact, in sone 
communities some wonen are called noon to do more than their ehare. 


Service Centers and Community Feology 
The service centers in Hampshire County fall into four general - 


types, according to extent of services available in them and the sise of 
their trade areas. . 
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Ll. Simple-acrvice hamlets are those which generally have a 
grocery store-gas pump-postoffice and perhaps _a school and part-time 
church. Some of these may also have a sawmill or some other small Indus- 
try. They renge from 75-150 populetion and one or more are found in near 
ly every township. est Gmmington and North Hadley are examples of 
simple service hamlets in Hampshire County. The hinterland or outreach 
of simple-service hamlets is generally limited to a portion of the tome 
ship although sometimes thess centers: may draw a few borderline fanilies 
fren an adjoining township. Some of them are the remains of what were 
sizeable thriving villages at one time, but which since have suffered 
the adjustments of the last century, Others are merely four~corner 
gervice centers that have developed independently of any major factor. 


2. Simple-service center villages are distinguishable from the 
above hamlets by. the fact that here are located the town hall, central 
school, principal. churches, Grange Hall, library and other comunity 
facilities. From the standpoint of. trade centers they are not much ditfere 
ent than the simple-service hamlets, although some may have a garage and 
additional stores or other services. Generally the trade area of the 
small center-villages is pretty much limited to the township. They range 
fron 75=300 population. Chesterfield and Southampton centers are exampl¢s 
of this type of village. The center village is the institutional. center 
of the tom. 


3, Sembi-complete center villages are also institutional centers 
like the center-villages described above, but they are digtingulened from 
these by having more services: available in them. Semi-complete center 
villages usually have several grocery or general stores, garage, hardware 
store, feed dealer, high school, two or more churches, and generally ons 
or more doctors. Same of them are rail points. The population of semi- 
complete center villages rages from 300-300. Williamaburg and Hatfield 
are exenples of such villages in Hampshire County, Gcnerally, they have 
somernat more outreach for certain services than do the simple villages 
and hamlets described above. But most of their volume trade is from 
within the tonship. 


4. Complete-specialiged service enters, Out beyond are those 
township centers which have growm to be cities of 2,500-20,000 population 
or more. There are four such centers in Hampshire Comty: Easthampton 
and Holyoke are principally industriel trade centers; Northampton is the 
county seat and a principal trades and cultural center of this section of 
the State; and Amherst is, almost ates a college tom, it being the 
saat of Amherst College and Massachusetts State College. 


Yost of the rural families in Haapshire County are within 15-25 
miles of at least one such center, within 10 miles of semi-couplete village 
centers, and within 2-2 miles of slmple-service hamlets or center villages. 
Many families have trade-service contacts in all these towns, geldom do 
they limit all their activities to omly cnes Each of theae types is 
found in both the hill country end the village. Nearly all of them have 
one or more points of historic interest. It has also been pointed out 
thet Hadley md Hatfield in the valley are decidedly of the line-agricultural 
Village types as regards to pattern of settlement; i. e., farmsteads are 
clustered along? prominent streets with farmlands extending to the rear. 
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The most significant feature of community ecology in Hampshire 
County as well as throughout New England, ig the significant role of the 
township in determining the area of commen interaction and feeling of 
belonging. In general, three different types of commmity areas are 
discermmible in Hampshire County. 


1. Tom communities, where the area of community attachments and 
local activities tends to be predominantly the township, with the center 
of common interests being the township's center village. The town com= 
munity is the basic t-pe in rural New Ingland and 1t le stil) almost en- 
tirely used by nonlocal agencies as the basis of local organization. 


2. Inner-town communities, where the area of principal interaction 
and feeling of belonring tend to be limited to a portion of the township 
with the center of activities being a simple-service hamlet located several 
miles from the tovmship center villape. Generally, these imner-town 
communities persist because of the continuance of two or three services 
or institutions which integrate them as communities, or sometimes because 
of some geographic factor such as a steep hill or a stream, and sometimes 
by the long time residece of one or more key families in the towmship. 

In some cases the identity of an inner-town community is also strengthened 
by conflicts that arise from time to time over such issues as school . 
consolidation, or installation of a water system in the center village. 
The existence of inner=town communities must be reckoned with by agencies 
that endeavor to organize or work with rural people, since very meaning- 
ful. and significant attachments accrue to these small communities end 
their hamlet centers. These inner-tovm connunities are not necessarily 
to be thought of as "true" neighborhoods. In most cages there is no 

more visiting or other neighboring patterns in them than in larger con- 
munities, and at least the game proportion of families mo live in then 
may not be acquainted with one another. ‘They are simply small comnunities. 


3. Inter-towm communities, where a complete-service center village 
or city has come to be the focal point of the common activities and attach= 
ments, other than local government, of the people who live in all or 
parts of several surrounding townships. No such community has yet devel= |: 
oped in Hampshire County, but there are instances of such communities 
here and there in other perts of the region. 


IV. PATTERNS AND RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE OUTSIOE 


It has already been survpested in preceding sections that out be- 
yond the lecal community is a Great Society which includes the surrounding 
towns and cities, the Commonwealth, the nation, and the world. The con~- 
munity is not only the Local area of common life. 1% is also the focal 
point which lies between the family and this Great Society. Sone of the 
factors which feature the relationship between Hampshire County rural 
areas and the Great Society are briefly noted below. 


Chennels of Coamami.cation with the Great Seciety 


Hard-surfaced, all weather roads lead from rural Hampshire com- 
munities to surrounding villages and cities in all directions. Hany 
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communities are located either on a railroad or a bus transportation 
systen. Commercial fraight-truck companies serve nearly all sections 
of the county, and the traveling delivery trucks of baking companies 

and wholesalers of all kinds make their regular stops at nearly all 
rural villages and hamlets. Telephone and telegraph services ave readily 
available to the large majority of rural families throughout the county. 
In fact, even the dial ‘phone now generally prevails throughout rural 
New England. Virtually every rural family also receives free nail de- 
livery daily, or are near to hamlet postoffices. Nany also read at 
least one daily newspaper, and probably 9 out of every 10 families have 
aradio. People in rural Hampshire are nearly as well informed on 
major happenings of State and nation as are their city cousins. 


Channels of Contacts with the Great Society 


1. Trade and service contacts. It has already been shown that 
rural people in Hampshire County make contacts for groceries, clothing, 
school, church, commorcial reersation, farm supplies end the like in 
various types of trade and service centers. No rural communities in 
Hampshire County are "self-contained" and this is generally true of a 
great deal of rural New England, 


2. Farm marketing contacts. Northampton, Springfield, Pittsfield 
and other surrounding cities within a radius of 25 miles are the principal 
elementary market centers for agricultural products. But farmers do not 
make many trips specifically for marketing purposes, especially fron 
the hill towns. Dealers! trucks and commercial trucking concerns pick 
up at the farm a large proportion of the milk, fruit, potatoes, sweet 
corn, maple syrup and other commodities. Thus, the farmer's contact 
with market centers and dealers is more or less indirect, although many 
of the sizable-scale valley farm operators do contact them more directly 
than those in the hill somtry, Nevertheless, all farmers are thrown 
into the commercial patterns of modern times and are required to be 
business men as will es tollers, even though their contact with market 
centera may be Lrreguiar and Indirect. 


3. Xovng people sttend high school in aurrounding villages and 
cities, especially those who live in the hill country, for many hill 
tows do not have a high school. Thia is an important contact with the 
world outelde the conmumity, since it is made at an early age and is 
carried on intensely for several years. By the time they graduate fron 
high school, young people are well aware of the Great Society out beyond 
theiy home communities, with ite different environment, different 
standards, different ways of doing, and extended opportunities. 


4o Comsuting to employment in surrounding villages and cities 
while living in the home comaunity has become an increasingly common 
practice of rural Hampshire County people during the last 25 years, 
and this trend bas bsen accelerated by World “ar IT. 


5. Migration of people who for various reasons wish to make 
their home elsevhere has been for over two centuries an important pattern 
affecting the culture of rural Haapshire County. Undoubtedly this is an 


important factor in making local people conscious of their interrelation= 
ghip with the Great Society out beyond their home community. 


6. The intercontact of local people with the summer people and 
others who come into the community is also an important channel between 
the home commmity and the Great Society. Summer residents, vacationi sts 
and tourists who come to live in the rural areas of Hampshire County 
bring a bit of the dress, customs and ideas of the Great Society to the 
rural community, and carry avay a bit of its rural cultures 


7. Professional leaders and techniciang, such as school teachers, 
ministers, county extension agents, and other specialists or representatives 
of various ageneles are also an important means of intercontact between 
folk in rural areas and the Great Society out beyond. They are a primary 
source of the new technology and thinking to which the hill towns have 
become increasingly exposed during the last quarter century. 


8. Informal contacts at reunions, inter<town and inter-county 
fairg and other events all afford interaction and exchange of culture 
between Lecal people and the Great Society. 


9. In addition to all these contacts, rural people in Hampshire 
Gounty have been brought face to face with the Great Society by inter~- 
regional competition, the impact of which has resulted in major economic 
and population adjustments up through the years. 


Effects end Consequences 


thus, 1t is sean that hill-towm communities are not isolated. 
They have numerous contacts with the Great Society, and increasingly so 
during the last half century. These have brought new ideas, new standards, 
modern practices and more dollars to people in many rural communities. 
They are more conscious than ever before of the increasing interdependence 
between their town and other communities, the Commonwealth, and the world. 


But the impact of the Great Society does not equally affect all 
phases of local culture. Changes in technology are most quickly accepted, 
such as those which have to do with mechanical developments, building con= 
struction, household equipment, and other rural technologies. 


One's attitudes and ideas of government, economics, practices and 
customs of local organizations and institutions, and family beliefs’ and 
customs all tend to change more slowly. In fact, the influence of the 
Great Society upon these willl. even moet with some resistance. But 
changes end new cultural traite are accepted partly because of the prviic 
nature of these things; 1. ¢., changes are worked out cooperatively or 
by consensus within the group or commmity. However, thero is more re~ 
sistence to changes in family and institutional attitudes and practices 
than changes in mechenicul technologies, for the former affect more 
tyital" things of life. 


Still lese chsngeable are farming practices, cooking and eating 
habits, household customs, end che like. These are more or less personal 
and family affairs. They change most slowly, not because of overt resLotance, 
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but because of inertia and tradition. 


Neither is the impact of the Great Society felt with equal force 
by all families alike. Young families are more ready to accept the new 
from outside contacts than are their parents. Newcomer families generally 
are more willing to change their farming prectices, living habits, and 
ideas than the native oldcters. They also exert more influence toward 
chenging local community patterns end practices than do the oldsters. 

They have made cheges before, had other experiencez, and lived in differ- 
ent communities; therefore, are generally less tied to long-standing 
local. traditions and practices. Large-scale commercial farmers, and 
people who are in business in competition vith others, generaliy chen ge 
their ideas and practices more readily than those who live close to thelr 
small farms and home toms. ‘The people who belong to local organizations, 
who participate in the comunity, and who frequently visit other com=- 
minities accept new idsas and patterns of doing more readily than those 
who live close to their hones. Generally the famers «nd homemakers of 
immigrant stock who live in the valley are more likely to accept new 

_ ideas and things than the Yankees of the hill country. 


There iz no doubt but what families and communities have besn ine 
fluenced by contacts with the cutside in one way or another, ever since 
the days of first settlarent. But people in rmmral comnunitias of 
Hampshire County live mostly in their homes and local communities. Their 
attachments to these are still clearly distinguishable and they are more 
aware of their home and commmity than of anything elee. In fact, the 
Great Soclety is not yet an emulsion, but only a solution in which the 
Lecal community is an insoluable element. The conditions of rural life 
in New Englend may further change, and may become more interrelated with 
the Great Socloty in the future. But its town-like comsunities and the 
attachments of people to then will Live a long time. 


V. VALUE SYSTRIS, ATTITUDES, IDEAS AND IDEALS 


A fundamental cultural aspect of societies everywhere consists of 
the predominating attitudes and ideas which make up the value systems of 
the people. These influence and control the thinking and actions of in- 
cividuals and groups, end the structure and processes of communities. 

They are interrelated with all other aspects of culture as has already 

been shown in earlier paragraphs. Any agmcy or leader who endeavors to 
work with rural psoples must understand and reckcn with their value systens. 
Some of the controlling attitudes and values prominent in the rurel culture 
of Henpshire County are b.lefly outlined in the following paragraphs. 


} 


Rega relation to the lan 


1. Rural. people in Nanpehire County value home omership rather 
highly. The head of a family is more or lese charged with the responsibility 
of acquiring and teking good care of his place for the security of the 
femily end for the children in later years. The sentimental attachment to 
land is more one of 1t belng the place for a home and a source of security 
ox livelihood. 
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On the other hand, the Polish farmer does not value ownership or 
land as highly. We is more of a rational "economic" man. The lend is a 
source of income; the farm home a place of residence while operating the 
farm for income. It should be said, however, that the difference between 
these two types is becoming less than it was a generation ago. The 
younger generation Yankee is not so strengly tied to the land and home 
place as was his father or grandfather. “hile the younger generation 
Polish values security more highly end is more closely attached to his 
home place then was his father and grandfather, This tendency is easily 
understandable. It is partly due to the differences in situations of 
the two groups in the history of each group in America. 


2. Care of the place and pride in the comnunity also count with 
the Yankees. Many Yankee farms and farm homes are of long-standing, and 
have sentimental value to the people. Nearly all dwellings are kept well 
painted and if one cannot afford to paint the backside of the bara or 
sheds, or for some other reason does not care to do so, very often at 
least. the front side is painted. Also the stone-wall fences are supposed 
to be kept up and the hay and wecds cut around the farmstead and along 
the roads. It is generally recognized, however, that the attractive 
appearence of the countryside with ite white and trim-looking homes qm 
what appears to be poor land, is not all due to the value system of the 
Yankee. Part of it is due to these places being ovmed by summer people 
who have put in the time and money to renovate and maintain at least the 
home ground in good condition. 


The immigrant differed from the Yankees in this respect. He 
cared less for the appearance of the farm and community, and this was one 
reason why the Yankee sometimes resented hin. On the other hand, the 
younger generation immigrants do have much more pride in their places 
than did their forefathers, which is undoubtedly due partly to contact 
with the Imkee. However, this tendency is one which is generally character- 
istic of a rising agriculture anyzhere, and not entirely due to cultural 
assinilation » 


3. Along with the hich record for home owmmership is a strong desire 
of rural people in Hampshire County to keep onnorship of the hone within 
the family. This is especially true of the Yenkee family. It is hearte 
breaking for than to see the places of former well knom local families 
change handa, and especially for them to pass into the hands of sumer 
people and newcomers fron other towns. But increased mobility of rural 
people and greater complexity or secularization of rural life are tending 
to weaken the tie of younger Yankees to ths lend. ‘Tho tendency toward 
econanic stabllity and local attachment of the immigrant, efter overcoming 
his first anxiety in getting a foothecld on the new land, may be tending, 
on the other hand, to make the younger immigrant stock value family maine 
tenance of hane ownorshi p more highly than his foreign-born father or 
grandfather. 


Regarding Basic Agricultural. Tecimigues and Tools 


A host of practices and techniques pertaining to farm operation 
end other aspects of rural life are included in the value aystens of all 
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societies. This is none the less true of Hampshire County. Sut here the 
significant discernible feature is that such things are not outstanding 
in the value system of either the Yankee or the immigrant stock; 1. Go, 
not outstanding enough to constitute any important controlling fector 

in the organization and processes of the family and the community. 


The significant thing is that other values and attitudes are more 
important in the minds of the psople than those that are attached to farm 
practices. In the hill country operation of the farm doea not occupy the 
center of conversation in life like it does, for example, in the Middle 
West. It has been simple, stable and intelligent for a long time. 
Differences in practices of farmers do not stick out in any important way. 
The same ig true in the valley. Faming here ia intensive, specialized, 
and stendardized, especially on the truck and fruit farns. 


Interestingly enough, a few new farmers from Aroostook Gounty, 
Maine, and other sections, who have a different value system and particu- 
larly are more “economic«minded" are trickling into the hill towns of . 
Hampshire County and endeavoring to rebuild, expand and commercialize the 
farms which they generally have purchased from a retiring Yankee. 'Undoubted~ 
ly sone reperctssion wll result as the differences in value systems between 
the natives and these new farmers begin to appear. In some ways the native 
farmer may be stimulated and certain values as to farm practices may rise 
to a more important place in his value system. While on the other hand, 
the two value systems may come into sharp clash out of which overt issues 
might easily arise in the comunity like the question of soil conservation 
or some local school policy. 


Regarding Cecurity and the Werth of sien 


1. In rural Hampshire County as well as throughout New England 
self support and independence are also valued highly. This is especially 
true of the native Yankee. The economic hitch hiker is locked down upon. 
Respect accrues to those who make their own way. A person is at least 
partially judged by whether or not he has a full. woodshed, processed foods 
in the cellar, nd is a good worker and supporting his family without 
public assistance, However, independence and self support ere values 
which were more commonly held by the oldsterg than by the present generation, 
Such things as the old age pension, public relief, and aid to needy children 
in comection with the school health program, do not have quits the atigna 
today that they had a generation ago. But they are considered in evalu- 
ating the worth of man. Independmce and self support are aiso valued 
highly by femilies of immigrant stock. Aftex all, when they or their 
forefathers first cane to Avarica there was nead to get a foothold and 
everyone in the family had to pitch in and help. 


2. Helated to independence md self support is the general attitude 
of thrift, saving and conservatism. This is especially true of the Yankes 
in tke hill country. The squanderer who is later in debt or on public 
relief is not held in high regard. The people are frugal and everywhere 
there are evidences that small things count. Tools are kept under shelter, 
plenty of firewood should be on hand and neatly piled in the woodshed; 
buildings and equipmmt are generally patched or repaired rather than 
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-eplaced with new ones, and nearly every open tract of land is used for 
something even if it is small and stony. A person remodels end repairs 
because at the time it seems more thrifty to do a0, even 4f£ in the long 
rum it might actually require less cash outlay to buy or build new. & 
person is judged more by his frugality, rather than by what his purchases 
might be if he were spendthrifty. 


Pel 


noe.) Probably the thrift and conservatism of the New Ingland Yankeo 
_ steme from the many yeers of baré work, low income, and adjustment which 
_ has characterized New England rural sections up through the years. This ; 
probably has tended to produce a sort of conservatism or hesitation to : 
- venture or take a chance for fear of lowering one's elready meager savings 
and level of living. Only now end then will one find a Yankee famer 
or villager who is willing to sink a sum into a new farm or business 
enterprise, or practice. The dollar ia valued highly and sought after 
with detennination, but for the purpose of obtaining a simple home and 
security, not as a capitalistic investment. The Yankee is a shrawd os 
trader, but not an exploiter or speculator. 


at 

Set Thoss of immigrant stock, on the other hand, do not value thrift, 

ss Frugality, end conservatism as highly. Income, commercialism, efficiency - 
and willingnsss to venture ere more typical of their attitudes. In this * 
ss gomnection it is said that a banker would much rather loan money to a 

—s« Poe than a Yankee for he knows that the Poles Will make greater effort 


to make the money to pay off the loan. 


7» 
— . 
‘ 3. Also inter-related with the above attitudes is the fact that 
‘the Yankee 1s not ostentatious or given to show even though he respects 
 neatness. If one should spend considerable money to build a new house, 
‘or by a new piece of machinery he more often than not would be somewhat — 
hesitant before his neighbors, rather than prideful. While in the Middle 
‘West or even among the immigrant stock of the valley in Hampshire County, 
it would be more common for a pcrson to make a display of his new tracvor, 


or new house, with pride. In these places such things would be a mark 7% 
of success and high status, but smong the Yankees in rural New England <. 
it would be a mark of spendthriftiness and daring at the expense of . 
security. ’ a 
, se 
a But even though early life in New England was hard and may have i 
tended to produce people who were conservative, thrifty, and vnostentati ous , - 


this is not to say that the Fankee of today is cold, hard, and inarticu- 
late. To be sure, some are strongly attached to habits, customs, and 
traditions, But on ths whole, the people in rural, Hampshire County, both ’ 
‘the Yankee and imaigrant stock, are friendly, liberal in religious thought, — ee 
and very willing to adjust to changing conditions once they are convinced ' 
that it is the right thing to do. After all, they have been making ad- 

_ justments to the times all up through the years. And they have aliays 
had contacts in surrounding urban centers. ‘wn 
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de -“Disapproval. of Liquor and hilarity is mother significant = 
factor noticeable anong the Yankees in Hampshire County in evaluating re 


the worth of man. ‘This value is somewhat mors noticcable in the valley 
' : - - . a 7 
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* for in an earlier day it was one of the principal sources of resentment 
| a ca against the immigrant because of his addiction to beer, drunkeness, and 

7 hilarity of the young people. This presented something new to tho Yankee 
and was not liked by him. It is still important here today in evaluating 
sor Comparing the worth of man. 4 i 

50 Localism is also prominent in the value system of rural people 

in Hanpshire County, especially in the hill toms. "This is our tom 
and we look after our needs in our own way." "Below town or Next town do 
things their way, but it isn’t as good as our'’s."” “fhe people in Over 
tow are different." Associated with or a part of this lccalisn is a 
strong pride in the town. People are sensitive to critical remarks about 
their community, and also to anything that will give their town a black 
mark. There is not much tendency to praise local virtues but the towns 
unfortunate incidents are hushed up rather than corrective steps taken. 
Local people are :'eoentful if something creditable to their lecal tom 
is mistakenly credited by the county daily paper to a larger tow nearby. 
People are strongly identified to the towms they live in and are proud of 
them. This is particularly true of the Yankees, but not so much so of 
the older generation immigrant stock in the valley since they were out= 
siders who came into already established communities of which they had 
no part in developing. 


Family life ) 


) The important values in connection with these aspects 

) of rural culture to be mentioned in this reconnaise 

) sance survey have already been discussed in corres- 

) ponding sections in Chapter III on social organization. 
Neighborliness . 
) 


Ethnocentricien 


Finally, none of the value attitudes, status groupings and practices 
that make up the culture of rural Hampshire County should be viewed singly. 
It is when they are taken together that they make up the real tenor of 
hill tow folk and cormmunitica. 
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